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Abbreviations
AFD - Agence Francaise de Développement

BGA — Brierley, General [Finance] and Asia
[Tech] (joint venture)

CPI — Committee for Planning and Investment

DGM - Department of Geology and Mines

DIC — Department of International
Cooperation

DoL - Department of Lands

DPI — Department for Promoting Investment

EDF — Electricité de France

EFIC - Export Finance and Insurance
Corporation

EGCO - Electricity Generating Public Co.

EIA — Environmental Impact Assessment

EIB — European Investment Bank

ESIA - Environmental and Social Impact
Assessment

EU - European Union

FDI — Foreign Direct Investment

GoL - Government of Lao PDR

GPAR - Governance and Public
Administration Reform and Decentralized
Service Delivery

GTZ - Gesellschaft fiir Technische
Zusammenarbeit

IEE - Initial Environmental Assessment

1ISD - International Institute for Sustainable
Development

IPP — Independent Power Producer

IRD — Institute for Research and Development

ITPP — Industrial Tree Plantation Project

IUCN — World Conservation Union

JVC - Japan International VVolunteer Center

LECS - Lao Economic and Consumption
Survey

LMNC - Lao National Mekong Committee

LNRRIC - Land and Natural Resources
Research and Information Center

LNCCI - Lao National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

LPFL - Lao Plantation Forestry Ltd.

LSFUARP — Lao-Swedish Upland Agriculture
and Forestry Research Project

LUPLA - Land Use Planning and Land
Allocation

LXML - Land Xang Minerals Limited

MAF — Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
MEM - Ministry of Energy and Mines
MFA — Ministry of Foreign Affairs

MoC - Ministry of Commerce

MoD - Ministry of Defense

MolC — Ministry of Industry and Commerce

n.d. — no date

NEAP — National Environmental Action Plan

NLMA - National Land Management
Authority

NR — Natural resources

NSC - National Statistics Centre

NTFP — Non-Timber Forest Products

NTPC — Nam Theun Power Company

NUOL — National University of Laos

PAFO - Provincial Agriculture and Forestry
Office

Pb — lead

PDPI — Provincial Department of Planning and
Investment

PSIA — Poverty and Social Impact Assessment

PSTEO - Provincial Science, Technology and
Environment Office

RTEA - Rapid Trade and Environment
Assessment

SEM - Strengthening Environmental
Management

SIA — Social Impact Assessment

SIDA - Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency

STEA - Science, Technology and
Environment Agency

THPC — Theun Hinboun Power Company
TLUC system
tpy — tons per year

UXO - unexploded ordnance
VCC - Vientiane Capital City

WCD - World Commission on Dams
WREA - Water Resources and Environment
Administration

Zn —zinc
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Terms of Reference

INGO study on the impact of land concessions in Lao PDR

Phase | — Preliminary Desk Review

Background

There are currently around 30 International NGOs based in the Lao PDR that are working in the
agriculture, forestry, aquatic resources and rural development sectors.

At the Round Table Meeting in November 2006, the INGO Network commended the Government of
Lao PDR on its commitment to ensuring food security, conserving the natural environment,
improving rural livelihoods, and reducing disparities between rural areas and urban centres. In their
statement to the RTM, the NGO made reference to the 6th National Social and Economic
Development Plan, the Forestry Strategy to the Year 2020, the National Environmental Strategy and
the National Biodiversity Strategy *°.

Like other development partners, NGOs recognise the immense task facing the people of Laos in
translating these worthy plans into sustained and effective action at the grassroots level. The
challenge of implementation involves opportunities as well as dangers. The opening up of rural areas
as a result of road construction, foreign investment and the commercialization of agriculture is
creating two possible paths for rural communities. In one direction is improved access to services, an
expansion of local employment opportunities, the spread of environmentally sound practices, and
more equitable participation in the development process. In the other direction is reduced access to
land by smallholders who are pushed aside by concessionaires, a rapid outflow of young people,
wildlife and forest products, and a consequent erosion of natural capital, human resources and cultural
identity. The first is a path towards a thriving value-added economy, the second is a path towards an
unsustainable extractive economy.

Based on their experience of working in rural areas in Laos and other countries, many NGOs are
concerned that action is urgently needed by all development partners to prevent a slide towards an
extractive rural economy.

An area of particular concern is the impact of land concessions on rural livelihoods. Information
collected from the National Land Management Agency (NLMA) and the Committee for Planning and
Investment (CPI) shows that there has been a rapid growth in concessions for agro-forestry, mining
and hydropower since the year 2000. At the present time, agro-forestry concessions cover hundreds

18 INGO Network Joint Statement for the Ninth Round Table Meeting, Vientiane, November 2006
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of thousands of hectares that have been assigned to foreign investors for production of rubber,
eucalyptus, jatropha, sugar cane, cassava and other commodities. It has been claimed that these
concessions will contribute to poverty alleviation by providing employment opportunities and
incomes for local communities. In many cases, however, concession land was previously used by
local communities for grazing, upland rice production, the collection of NTFP’s, and as a source of
firewood. An analysis of costs and benefits for local communities is not yet available. In addition, the
environmental impact of converting secondary forest into plantations is unknown but a matter of
concern.

Consequently, a number of INGOs are now seeking ways of improving awareness and understanding
of the impact of land concessions on the lives of rural people. To this end, members of the INGO
community have formed a Working Group on Land Issues.

The Working Group is aware of a number of studies (completed, ongoing and planned) that address
issues of land management and related aspects of rural development. Many of these studies - carried
out by Government Departments, donor agencies, NGOs, and PhD students — include valuable pieces
of information about concessions. The Working Group now wishes to consolidate these pieces to
create a broader and more coherent picture of what is happening to rural livelihoods in Laos as a result
of land concessions.

Immediate Objective

Compile available information about the impact of land concessions on rural livelihoods.
Specifically, carry out a desk review of completed, ongoing and planned research that includes
information about the social, economic and environmental effects of recent changes in land ownership
and management resulting from the granting of concessions for agroforestry, mining and hydropower.

Specific tasks

a) ldentify all relevant research reports, proposals and data sets and - where possible - collect copies
of the documents and data in hard and electronic formats;

b) Produce one-page summaries of each research study or report, using a standard format based on
the questions identified below;

c) Produce a short comparative overview of all available research, including an identification of gaps
in current understanding of the impact of concessions.

Questions to be addressed

Who is doing the research?

What are the objectives and expected outputs?

What is the scope of the work (locations, commodities, issues etc)?
What is the status of the research?

What reports, maps, data sets etc have been produced?

What are the key findings?

What gaps have been identified?

Emphasis will be given to last two points on this list; answers to these questions are expected to take
up more than half of the report.
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Expected Outputs

i) A setof all available documents in hard and electronic formats (task a)
i) A written report — no more than 20 pages — incl. summaries and overview (tasks b & c)
iii) A presentation of the results at a meeting of concerned NGOs.

Timeframe

° The desk review will require a consulting input of 20 working days
° The work should be completed by middle of June 2007

Follow-up
Based on the outcome of the desk review, the INGO Working Group on Land Issues will consider the

need for - and scope of — a further study that will examine topics that have not been adequately
covered by other organisations.
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Appendix 2

Vientiane Times details

Project details

Project location

Projected impacts (+) and (-)

Remarks

VT date |Issue Title Article Sector Project/objective Newsworthy event/status report Gol Ha MW Duration Concession . Money Actors involved Province District Other
type JV type involved
Thai investment . . Mitr Phol signs agreement to build $22.5 million Mitr E’hol Sugar The pI'OJBC.l WI.” create thousand of jobs for local The project expects to add another 15,000 ha in phase two,
16-Mar-06 | 53 project agriculture sugarcane 10,000 40 years Corporation (Thailand), | Savannakhet | Champhone people, which includes farmers needed to grow B P
sweetens Savannakhet sugar factory budget ,, but it does not say how. Contract farming is implied.
CPI sugarcane for the factory.
Lao-Thai Hua Rubber Company Lao-Thai Hua Rubber
signs concession & promotion Company is a joint
Company to pump . . | BOL, KHM, . Lo . .
. X . . (contract farming) agreement for land - venture between Thai This project is doing 15,000 ha of concession-based rubber
19-Jun-06 | 117 US$34.5m into rubber project agriculture rubber 30,000 ha of rubber in Vientiane, 15,000 concession $34.5 million Hua Rubber Public SKT, VIE & and 15,000 ha of contract farming rubber.
project Ny VCC
Bolikhamxay, Khammuane, Company and New
Savannakhet and VCC. Chip Xeng Company
Company to pump P
19-Jun-06 | 117 |US$34.5m into rubber project agriculture rubber 100 land . Lao-Thai Hua Rubber VTE Naphia village
project concession Company
It is expected that "planting rubber trees would reduce
Champassak has planted 3,500 poverty because investors .would nged local pepplg to
work on the rubber plantations, which would bring in
hectares of rubber already and has N . - . X
lans to plant 18.500 hectares total more income for their families...[Since the project
P P o S . . Sanasomboun, began two years ago,] most people now have an
by 2020. Concessions are explicitly PAFO; public and . . . X
" - A N . S Pathoumphone, income." "Investing groups typically allocate areas to
N linked to poverty alleviation via 3,500 planted so land leased private companies; Ny . .
Champassak’s rubber . . o " | N N A Champassak, the people of each family, who are responsible for their
29-Jun-06 | 125 . project agriculture rubber employment; in addition to far; goal of long-term from the investors from other CHK .
plantations take off - . N N . Bachieng, care for 1 to 3 years. They also allow people to plant
employment, families working on 18,500 government countries, especially . .
R e " ) Soukhoumma & rice and cash crops on any available land on the rubber
rubber plantations are “typically’ Vietnam N o X "
" . Mounlapamok. plantations." "In 1994-95 a Thai company was the first
allowed "to plant rice and cash .
crons on anv available land on the to bring rubber trees to the area. They planted
rubger Iant};tions " RRIM600 seeds in Lomsack village in Bachieng district
P . on 40 hectares. In 2002 the trees were ready for
harvesting."
V'”?gers threaten tq take case.to Villagers are being fined, with buffalos confiscated as
. National Assembly if they continue to e S "
Petition for fences, . collateral until fines are paid; villagers are selling
R . be treated unfairly by local e -
buffalo grazing space: L . . buffalos to avoid fines. Originally, the company made
" authorities who are favoring foreign 7,000 ha land X !
Villagers need help from investors' rubber at the expense of concession unnamed compan fences but as the project grew this became key issue = burden of responsibility shifted from compan
14-Aug-06 | 157 |local authority, rubber project agriculture rubber . X X > expense 7,000 40 years e pany, LP Nambak B. Nayang |prohibitively expensive; now the district government, Y - P 4 pany
X villagers' grazing practices (originally already district government N . N X to villagers
plantations lack fences, because "the rubber plantation will create jobs and
. the company made fences, but now granted . N -
roaming buffaloes cause A income for local people" (head of the Nambak district
the project is too large for the X o L
damage. Agricultural Division), the burden of keeping livestock
company to be able to afford g . .
: out of rubber plantations is on villagers.
fencing).
This article raises five key themes: (1) responsibility for
"Some are calling it a modernisation of the village... For|buffalo exclusion (farmers and CPI suggest it is the
other villagers it is a different story. For the past few company's responsibility; DAFEO suggests it is the
700,000 to years, some of them have been experiencing villagers' responsibility ["It is a very large area and it is
800,000 kip considerable hardship. A new district regulation has impossible for the investors to build fences,' he said,
(the amount a forced them to pay compensation for damage caused |adding that it was easier for the villagers to take care of
farmer i by their buffaloes after they ate and trampled on young |their buffaloes and prevent them from getting into the
. X DAFEO (who "said that R N Ny S T, . .
Feature story on a rural northern interviewed it was the priority of the rubber saplings in a nearby plantation. Gathering in a  |plantation."]; (2) the material and cultural importance of
Farmers cannot live village, where a rubber plantation is 1,800 already land had to pay district lg rox the Nayan small house, the villagers complained that new buffalo for villagers; (3) the fact of multiple investment
11-Sep-06 | 177 | . project agriculture rubber causing economic differentiation, planted; planning . the company grow LP Nambak ayang regulations do not help them to continue to maintain pathways (CPI said the project is not registered with them,
without buffaloes 2 N . concession N rubber trees, which now village 8 . . R . .
monetization and unfair hardship for another 7,000 to get his cover an area of 1.800 their use of buffaloes for farming but forces them to and noted that "the huge investment in the village would by
some. buffalo back ha" ! take up work in the rubber plantation. They pointed out [no means ensure poverty reduction for local people. In fact,
after it was . that the regulations did not require the foreign owners [they now had to work harder"); (4) the coupling of rubber
confiscated of the plantation to erect a fence to prevent damage by |with monetization (“The villagers said that even though
for damaging animals.” "The village chief said they now had to work |buffaloes were slow, they did not eat money. ‘Now we have
rubber trees) harder in the rice-fields" because the buffalos don't eat |to buy fuel for the tractors and one tractor requires a gallon
the grass anymore, so they have to cut it by hand in of diesel for a day’s work™), possibly explaining why
order to be able to use tractors. farmers feel they have little choice but sell their buffalos
and work as laborers for the company; and (5) farmers' con
50.000 ha "The company has been surveying suitable land since
’Iand Phiang, Paklai, April and has chosen 50,000 hectares in the five Simple statement of goals of rubber concession;
10-0ct-06 | 198 More rubber plantations project agriculture rubber PAFO Slgneq a contract with an 50,000 35years | concession $3 million unnamed Chinese XBY Kaenthao, _dlstrlcts...One of the aims of the project is to provide documgnts that the compaﬁy is conducting surveying for
take root unnamed Chinese company alread company, PAFO Botaen & jobs for local people in order to reduce slash and burn |appropriate land. (Note: this article was also published on
Y Thongmixay cultivation as well as to provide them with more 11 Oct. 2006.)
granted ) .
income.
13-Nov-06 | 222 Further power sales to roject agriculture fruit juice Meeting between Deputy Prime Malee juice compan t’;noar:fr:;rllmzreséiirllriltiZsl,afg(rj 'Foisgzsszznaizdsweetcorn The mention of concessions is in an add-on about "other
Thailand possible proj 9 ! Ministers of Lao PDR and Thailand ! pany farming” 9 opp p P topics discussed"”
In contrast to recent 2,000 hectare concession-based
rubber development in Xekong that was aimed at
creating job opportunities for local people, "Xekong
Deputy Governor...said last week at the National
Assembly that villagers would never grow rich unless
they owned the rubber farms themselves, to then sell
rubber to investors rather than selling their land. 'Locals
have told me that if they can plant rubber by
. Deputy governor debates the merits _themsel\lles anq S?” itto investors, thelr.condltlons will This article in that it provides details about how some high-
Local ownership helps . Tha-taeng, improve,' he said." He reported that the investors were . . - o -
5 . of concession-based and contract . . L ranking provincial officials are weighing the challenges with
27-Dec-06 | 253 |reduce poverty, says project agriculture rubber . . Xekong Dakcheung, and sympathetic to the idea of contract farming. "The . . .
farming-based rubber production for : respect to investment options, poverty alleviation
Deputy Governor . Galeum province has found that around 10,000 hectares of land | =" "~ . - .
poverty alleviation N N . . objectives, and investment decisions at the national level.
in the province are suitable for rubber plantations. [The
deputy governor] said he is surveying the feasibility of
another rubber plantation in Lakcheung district... 'We
want the Committee for Planning and Investment to
determine clearly how to divide the benefits between
local landowners and investors. At the moment, we
only receive documents for approving investments,
without understanding in detail the benefits for local
people and companies,' he said. He added that, if possi|
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According to the Deputy provincial governor, "the
investment would support the government’s policy to
eradicate poverty." According to the journalist, "the
government offers land concessions for 30 years on
areas that people have not previously used for
agricultural production (emphasis added)... Up to 6,000

Thai sugarcane Mit Lao company has been growin 50 million Mit Lao compan Champhone, families in the three districts will benefit f th
7-Feb-07 | 32 |investments to ease project agriculture sugarcane pany 9 9 7,000 30 years company Savannakhet | Xaybouly and amilies in the three districts will benetit from the
N sugarcane since last year Baht (Thailand) project, and the government hopes the project will
poverty in Savannakhet Xayphouthong . - L X
gradually improve living conditions. People in the area
earn about three million kip per year from growing rice
on one hectare. In contrast, they can earn about 16
million kip if they grow sugarcane on the same amount
of land." The project is also expected to decrease the
number of people migrating to work in Thailand.
"Surveys are being made by Vietnam and China for growing rubber and
. . . . . . eucalyptus trees in Sepon and Phin districts, while Norway is doing a
10-Feb-07 | 35 |Weekly news roundup project agriculture multiple Various surveying activities feasibility study to grow bananas in Nong district and India is interested
in planting eucalyptus in Atsaphone and Outhoumphone districts."
Weekly news roundu Land concession for sugarcane C::XSIagrrll;(;nfor "About 6,000 families in three districts where the
10-Feb-07 | 35 | ... 4 ” P project agriculture sugarcane ) 9 5,000 30 years P Savannakhet concession area is located will benefit from the
("Thai investment") signed from 1,800 to N "
investment venture.
7,000 ha
Wangthap Company Company tried to source sugar cane from local farmers
. o - 400 ha h -
. Sugarcane is increasing its efficiency| (started out as a state (300 ha this year), but somewhat unsuccessful ("local
Sugar industry hungry . . . (2003), but . X - .
10-Feb-07 | 35 for raw material project agriculture sugarcane and volume capacity, expects to 400 only planted enterprise, but taken people simply do not care about their plots of cane"),
begin production soon. y2pOO over by a Thai investor so turned to growing sugar themselves on concession
in 1992) lands.
"special
concession "Investment in rubber plantations was part of a plan to
including a reduce poverty in the province, in accordance with the
. seven-year government’s plan to exit the UN's list of least
Announcement of recently signed . .
S tax developed countries by 2020...The province has
. rubber concession in Tha-taeng & I Tha-taeng, A .
Vietnam boosts rubber . . L . exemption encouraged foreign investors to establish new rubber
19-Feb-07 | 42 |. X project agriculture rubber Lamam districts; of surveying for 7,000 Yang Cao Zu LVF Sekong Lamam, N . -
investment in Laos X and a two- plantations in Dakcheung and Kaleum districts as well,
more rubber land in Dakcheung N Dakcheung B o
district year profit tax to create job opportunities for local people...The
) exemption province has around 10,000 hectares of land suitable
when the for rubber plantations and is conducting surveys...in
trees start to Dakcheung”
produce
Background info - currently, there are .
Vietnam boosts rubber already two Vietnamese companies concession two unnamed
19-Feb-07 | 42 |. Ny project agriculture rubber L . 5,000 not . . Sekong Tha-taeng
investment in Laos hiring villagers to plant rubber on N Vietnamese companies
mentioned
5,000 ha
200,000 ha =
. CPI estimate of
19-Feb-07 | 42 Y|etnam bO.OStS rubber project agriculture rubber Background info national rubber multi
investment in Laos .
concessions to
17 companies
“According to our study, there is no more profitable
tree than rubber,” Dr Khamlek said. ‘We are
encouraging local people to plant rubber trees. We
. Luangnamtha PAFO head explains want each family to plant at least one hectare of trees
Luang Namtha unveils small-entrepreneur approach to on their property, and that will help to alleviate their This coincided with the NLMA conference on tree
20-Feb-07 | 43 |long-term rubber policy agriculture rubber prer app PAFO LNT . property, anc P .
strate poverty alleviation via rubber contract basic poverty...[C]eding concessions of land to plantations
y farming. companies that then hire villagers to grow rubber is not
the way to alleviate poverty. It is necessary for the
people themselves to plant trees on their own
property.”
Local authorities have given village
lands as a land concession to a
Vietnamese rubber company, which
'S paying |n§dequate orno - The CHK PAFO Director said, “We accept that there
. compensation for assets taken; in X N ! Nk )
Reducing poverty, or . . N . will be some problems with villagers initially, but if we
23-Apr-07 | 92 S project agriculture rubber response, some villagers are leaving B . ! .
perpetuating it? N don’t change today from local production to industrial
to look for new land, while others are . . o R
X production, when will we do it?” he said.
working as wage laborers for the
investors. Officials seem to disagree
about what constitutes acceptable
impacts of development projects:
According to the governor, investors destroyed crops
. . Champassak governor and teak owned by villagers to make way for rubber
Discussions over rubber . . . . . . ! -
. R . . . acknowledges land conflict but 50 years, Foreign-owned rubber . plantations without informing them first but "lives of
10-May-07 | 107 |dispute to continue in project agriculture rubber s . CHK Bachieng . .
Champassak stands by project's transformative cut to 35 company villagers were changing for the better thanks to the
potential arrival of rubber plantations, as many people had been
able to get work as labourers."
Ahead of schedule, Savannakhet
Savannakhet on track to . . has already achieved 63% of its 5,000 to 30,000 land L This article raises the issue of centrally-allocated revenue
15-May-07 | 111 project agriculture eucalyptus X . Indian investor ) - -
meet revenue goals government-allocated its revenue ha concession targets: How are these created? What are the incentives?
targets for 2007.
Savannakhet on track to . . . This article raises the issue of centrally-allocated revenue
15-May-07] 111 meet revenue goals project agriculture rubber Thai investors targets: how are they created? Rewarded? Punished?
15-May-07 | 111 Savannakhet on track to project agriculture rubber Chinese investors This article raises the issue of centrally-allocated revenue

meet revenue goals

targets: how are they created? Rewarded? Punished?
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Savannakhet on track to

Ahead of schedule, Savannakhet
has already achieved 63% of its

zone

Authority (SEZA)

50 years, according to the economic
zone authority."

concessions

Services Company

15-May-07 | 111 project agriculture sugarcane X 2 Thai investors
meet revenue goals government-allocated its revenue
targets for 2007.
" . Dac Lac
Cha.mpas.sak province has....been province has Ho Chi Mnh City
working with Ho Chi Minh City and . 5
Lao-Viet ties strengthen Dac Lac province to plant rubber concession | invested $5 | government, Dac Lac
5-Jun-07 | 129 |. project agriculture rubber ) 10,000 not million so far | provincial government, CHK Bachieng Dac Lac province has built a dispensary.
in the south trees on 10,000 hectares in N -
. mentioned outof an | Champassak provincial
Bachieng and Sanasomboun
Y expected $30 government
districts. T
million
"The project’s land survey will be undertaken from this
year to 2007, the nursery will be established in 2006,
Aditya Birla Grou and plantation will begin in 2007 at the rate of
"The Aditya Birla Group signed an ("Graysim Industrieps approximately 7,000 ha per year with harvesting
agreement for the [pulp wood - . . planned for 2013. This will continue as a 7 year cycle. . . .
. . . X . Limited, India; Thai | Savannakhet . L . | This shows an example of a granting of a concession area
India to invest US$350m . agrilculture & | . plantation and processing plant] - . The pulp plant phase will start construction in 2010. . N
21-Mar-06 | 56 |. y project > X Birla Lao pulp factory| . T . 50,400 75 years $350 million Rayon Public & . - before surveying has been done, on the assumption that
in pulp project industrial project, worth US$350 million, with . Plant capacity will be 200,000 tonnes per annum. - .
P Company; and PT Indo | Khammuane " : y L . available land exists.
the Lao government in Vientiane last Bharat Rayon Laos will benefit from employment opportunities with
Thursday." - yon, thousands of jobs and further direct employment
Indonesia") & CPI . .
through private farm forestry. Laos is also expected to
earn about US$117 million per year from exporting
pulp.”
Accoring to one official, the company "will plant
Birla Lao is now clearing land to eucalyptus on 50,000 hectares, but the government
Joint venture builds pulp . agrilculture & |_. build a ?ulp factory [mlstakenl?‘/ land $350 ml.lllon Birla Lao (Indian and Manylad doesn't own enoqgh Ianq to prowdg the whqle
22-Feb-07 | 45 © project " X Birla Lao pulp factory|called a "pulp and paper factory 331 (factory) 30 years . (including s Savannakhet Xaybouly )y concession area immediately and is allocating land Land shortage...
factory in Savannakhet industrial X V. . concession X Thai investors) village ) " S A
even though it plans to export "pulp’ plantation) over time." The project "may initially" purchase
to Thailand “for further processing"]. eucalyptus from local farmers on a contract farming
basis.
"The representative from China also presented a
. . - proposal to invest in a manufacturing complex, as part
4-May-06 | 85 Megacity takes shape in project commercial Boten hL_)teI and Pha.s‘? 1 COrISlI’UClIOFI is expected to LNT of phase 2. There are about 100 Chinese companies
the north casino be finished in July 2007. h : . X N X
interested in manufacturing projects, including
garments, shoes and electrical goods, he added."
Malaysian investor Pro- . . . . .
The project will create a recreation area, including
Sport Nongchan Co . . [ . . .
. . . 3 water park (swimming pool, waterways, paddle boat This is the second project that has tried to improve the
Nongchan set to . . recreational water |MOU for 20 year concession signed - Ltd. (Mr. Patrick N X
21-Jun-06 | 119 project commercial 20 years $4.8 million i VCC lake) and paved areas, open areas for jogging and Nongchan area. The Danish government recently funded a
become water fun park park last week at Don Chan Palace Anthony); Vientiane : X - " N . N
. cycling, garden with shade trees, lighting and public wetlands conservation project on the marshy land.
Urban Environment . .
X toilet facilities.
Project
. . concession-based 5-
Simeuang handicraft story handicraft |construction halted for unknown
14-Jul-06 | 136 |market waits for project commercial Y $500,000 "a private company" VTE Sisatthanak | B. Simeuang |"support the local economy"
X market (replaced old |reasons
completion
vegetable market)
New Trade Centre to Lao-China The Lao-China Friendship Trade land Xang Jiang Compan Dongpasak
7-Aug-06 | 152 . project commercial Friendship Trade N . P 50 years . $18 million 9 9 pany 9p
stock quality products Centre Centre will open in December. concession Ltd. area
Current hotel decoration activities are employing 1,000
people. Next month, the "company will host a one
Rain slows mega-hotel Boten hotel and  [Rain pushes expected completion $103 million Golden Boten City month special course for over 500 local people in
30-Aug-06 | 169 X 9 project commercial X P » n 1,640 30 years (during phase Y LNT Namtha Oudomxay, Bokeo and Luang Namtha provinces
project casino date back from July to September. Group Co of Laos . . X
10f 3) wanting to work at their hotel. For the casino, the
company has already completely trained their staff of
about 350 people.”
. COFI.SII'UCIIOFI has beeq delayed - "Trucks carrying the materials are taking more than 10
Five-star hotel again after problems with the $103 million
. . . Boten hotel and . . . X hours to travel the 230 km between the Boten-Bohan
24-Oct-06 | 208 |postpones opening a project commercial X electricity supply" and construction 1,640 30 years (during phase LNT Namtha . . .
. casino . . . International Checkpoint and Xishuangbanna. Once the
second time materials (due to bad roads in China) 10f 3) . N § N
road is completed, travel time will be halved.
and weather.
20-Feb-07 | 43 Nongchan water park on project commercial recreational water Watgr park on track for summer 30 years land ) $4.5 million Malaysia Pro-Sport
track park opening concession Company
Construction
Installation and Building
Construction to begin on Construction to begin on Khuadin Material Company No 5
5-Apr-07 | 81 |Khuadin market project | commercial Kuadin market 9 1 40 years $11.7 million | (Vietnam, 60%) and
market replacement .
replacement Anachack Trading
Import Export Co Ltd.
(Lao, 40%)
9-Apr-07 84 Talat S.ao Shopping Mall project commercial Talat Sao New Talat Sao opens 45 years buﬂdlng $27 million Excgllbur Group VCC
opens its doors concession | investment (Singapore)
fish & prawn
farming; animal feed
farm (including Thangon
maize & soybean animal feed (animal feed
15-3un-07 | 138 Thgl company promotes project commercial "contractlng); CP approved to do four projects in factory, Charoen Pokphand factory); B. lease vs. concession?
agriculture in Vientiane operate agro- Laos chicken farm (CP) Nasara, M
processing units for Xaythany
local marlets and (chicken farm)
export"; and import
and sell meat
"The Lao government is allowing the
Thailand to develop Savan-Seno Special |company a trade concession of 30 trade and Thai Airports Ground “trade concessions” and "service concessions” are not
15-Jun-07 | 138 |Savannakhet economic | project commercial Economic Zone [years and a services concession of 270 services $48 million P >10,000 jobs during and after construction

explained
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The Boten border crossing is receiving over 1 million
tourists from China per year. In addition to the current
hotel and casino, the project will include an

The hotel and casino at Boten in $103 million g - " .
Luang Namtha border . . Boten hotel and - X . an unnamed "Chinese international exchange center" and a commercially-
20-Jun-07 | 142 project commercial X Luangnamtha is drawing 250 people 1,640 30 years (during phase| . LNT Namtha . N . .
hotel draws crowds casino investment company’ oriented "transit center" (phase 1), another 2,500
per day on average. 10f 3)
rooms and a 36 hole golf course and park (phase 2),
and another 2,000 rooms and 500 other guest units
plus eco- and cultural tourism sites.
. . Nong chan water . . . The Nong chan waterpark concession and sand mining
14-Dec-06 | 244 Public urge govt to solve project comm.e.rmal & park, sand mining in National Assembly opens hotline VCC, LP VCC & Ngoi Nong Khiaw |in the Nam Ou (Luangprabang) were topics of public
problems mining about government performance (LP) . - .
the Nam Ou complaints about environmental issues.
opinion based on experience with
projects that do not live up to
expectations: prior to issuing
3-Feb-07 | 29 View from the Lao opinion | construction development concessions for gonstrtjcthn or other
papers development projects, "project
owners should take measures to
ensure contractors are qualified to
undertake the projects."
A Thai investor and the
GolL, which are hoping
to attract "a specific
. The project development agreement Chinese company" The project "will burn about 11 million tonnes of lignite
Work in progress at - - - . . .
. Hongsa lignite power|was completed last week and the 1800 (50 for which has experience per year, leaving about 2 million tonnes of residual . -
29-Dec-06 | 255 [Hongsa thermal power project energy . XBY Hongsa . . . . N No mention of negative impacts
lant plant concession agreement "is set to be local use) on thermal energy ash", which will be used primarily for cement
p signed next year." projects, including production, but also asphalt and potentially fertilizer.
sourcing options for
machinery and
equipment
Compensation budget announced,
potential compensation conflict
between villagers and developers
about amount of compensation
(villagers "must have their living
conditions improved if they agreed to
move away from the farms they have
cultivated for generations", while the . World Bank mitigation standards promised. Although
. Namaiyom Ny
President of Banphu Power Ltd. no and other |S0Me villagers requested land for rubber (new
Investors promise better Hongsa lignite powerl said, "ultimately, the newly-resettled concession $16 million villages to be livelihood) and others said they wanted land for rice
3-May-07 | 101 |[living conditions for project energy 9 9 P villagers will definitely have better 1,800 compensatio | Banphu Power Ltd. XBY 9 and fish ponds (old livelihoods), the Deputy Head of the
. plant L L agreement resettled to s .
displaced Hongsa locals living conditions...[but he was] ot n budget Napon XBY PDPI said, "villagers would not have much choice
unable to guarantee that all families Y villpa eg as to what they ended up doing, as they would all be
would receive the full amount of 9 moved to the same area."
compensation") and the type of
livelihood resettlers would have (see
"Projected impacts"). The developers
are currently doing an environmental
feasibility study "and expects to be
granted a concession from the
government in 2008"
“four shareholders; the "
about 5
government (23 Kilometres
. MC.)U Slg.ned percent), MDX Lgo north of the |"It is expected that the project will help bolster the Lao
Power price talks yet to ener No agreement yet on an electricity in April, Company Ltd, Thailand Xaysomboun Nam Pha river|economy, especially in the immediate vicinity of the
17-Feb-06 | 34 P Y project 9y Nam Ngum 3 price, threatening the construction 460 30 years | concession | $552 million | (27 percent), Marubeni Y Y, esp Y . L .ty
progress (hydropower) ) X & XK mouth, plant. The country also will earn significant income
timetable status Corporation, Japan (25 .
X northwest of [from the exports.
unclear percent) and Ratchburi Lonachen
Holding Public Co, V”?a - 9
Thailand (25 percent).” 9
"NT2 will be the largest economic asset and the largest
Power project advances ener foreign exchange earner in the country, as well as the
6-Mar-06 | 45 OWET proje X project 9y Nam Theun 2 largest single contributor to the government’s budget”,
with river diversion (hydropower) . o .
providing $80 million in revenues per year. Additional
social mitigation efforts are also described.
32 years, "According to the government's power development
16-Mar-06 | 53 Namngum 2 set for project energy Nam Ngum 2 Nam Ngum 2 concession agreement 615 |nclud|ng hydropovyer SEAN Company & Gol VTE programme, about 47 perpgnt of all households have
construction (hydropower) signed constructio| concession electricity in 2005. This will increase to 70 percent by
n 2010 and 90 percent 10 years later."
"Recently, Laos signed an - .
16-Mar-06 | 53 Namngum 2 set for project energy Nam Ngum 5 agreement with a Chinese investor to $168 million unnamed Chinese XK
construction (hydropower) N budget company
develop [] Namngum 5
Viet-Lao Power
Xekhaman 1 ener Xekhaman 1 survey to begin this Investment and This article contains summary details about other
20-Mar-06 | 55 |hydroelectric power project (hydro g\i\lrer) Xekhaman 1 month for hydropower export project 465 $535 million Development Joint- Power will be exported to Vietnam. hvdronowre proiects as well Y
project for Attapeu yarop based on last week's MOU signing Stock Company (70%), yarop proJ !
Gol (30%)
CPI and two Japanese investors sign Kansai Electric Power
. . - .
28-Apr-06 | 81 Gout signs hydropower project energy Nam Ngep (Ngiap?) project development agreement for 260 $400 million Company & Nippon BOL
agreement (hydropower) 1 Nam Noep 1 hydropower proiect budget Koei Company (share
gep 1 nydropower proj 70%), & Gol. (30%)
China International Water and . .
X ) . China International
Electric Corporation and GoL sign N
Chinese reach next step energy project development agreement for 100 (export to Water and Electric
N - - . o
8-May-06 | 87 in hydropower project project (hydropower) Nam Lik 1-2 Nam Lik 1-2; economic feasibility Thailand) 30years Corporation (80%) and

study to begin shortly and last 18

months

GoL (20%); agreement
signed by CPI
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PPA, financing agreement and

32.5 years

The project is a joint venture between the GoL and
South East Asia Energy Limited (SEAN); SEAN is Ch
Karnchang Public Company (28.5% of shares),
Electricite du Laos (25%), Ratchaburi Electricity
Generating Public Company (25%), Bangkok
Expressway Public Company (12.5%), Shlapak

comparable to their present income"
and jobs in the plant. [See 3 May 07
article in which the company said it
"could not guarantee" the full
compensation amount to all

families.]

create considerable air pollution in the area. But, [the
head of the PDPI] said, the advantages at this stage
seemed to outweigh the disadvantages, which was
why authorities were promoting development of the
project.”

26-May-06 | 102 Major power plant roiect energy Nam Ngum 2 engineering procurement and 615 including | CA signed 2 $Z§r0 g’l\lllgn See "Projected VTE Development Company (4%) and PT Construction and |GoL is part of SEAN (via EdL), but is also in a joint
4 agreements inked proj (hydropower) 9 construction contract just signed for constructio | months prior ll)ant impacts" column Irrigation Company (4%), and TEAM Consulting ventureship with SEAN
Nam Ngum 2 n P Engineering and Management Company (1%). SEAN
signed (i) PPA with EGAT; (ii) financing agreement with
"syndicated lenders including Krung Thai Bank Public
Company, TMB Bank Public Company and Siam City
Bank Public Company"; and (iii) engineering contract
with Ch Karnchang Company
. g Major power plant . energy survey completed, in negotiations
26-May-06 | 102 agreements inked project (hydropower) Nam Ngum 3 with potential electricity buyer VTE
| g Major power plant . energy S
26-May-06 [ 102 agreements inked project (hydropower) Nam Ngum 4 survey completed, awaiting investors XK
26-May-06 | 102 Major power.plant project energy Nam Theun 2 under construction KHM, BOL
agreements inked (hydropower)
26-May-06 | 102 Major power.plant project energy Xekaman 3 under construction Sekong
agreements inked (hydropower)
26-May-06 | 102 Major power.plant project energy Xeset 2 under construction Salavan
agreements inked (hydropower)
Lao Holding State
Enterpr!se (which From mid-2009, the project will generate annually $80
administers the .
X million in government revenues and 300 GWh of
R government's share of . N . . .
The project is 23.5 percent complete, . electricity for domestic consumption. The project will
New dam on track to . energy X X loan revenues); MoF L X
11-Sep-06 | 177 project Nam Theun 2 according to a new Lao Holding . generate $2 billion for the Lao government during the
power economy (hydropower) . and NTPC also signed X e By
State Enterprise report R > 25 year concession period. "This revenue will be used
project's "tripartite . :
- . to reduce poverty and assist long term development in
administration "
. . Laos.
agreement", signed in
April 2005.
Lao Holding State
Enterprise ("a new form
Lao Holding | of state enterprise" that
SE has was set up to oversee
. . already the government's 25% directly improve basic infrastructure for 5,000 people in
10-Nov-06 | 221 Nam Theun 2 funding project energy Nam Theun 2 focus on Lao Holding State 1,060 25 years hydropovyer invested $75 share of the joint KHM, BOL project area; contribute to national poverty eradication
stacks up (hydropower) Enterprise concession . X ;
million of | venture in NT2); NTPC, programme
$87.5 million | and that has special
expected "operational methods
and special enterprise
regulations"
"The dam expects to generate power for domestic
supply in Luang Prabang, Xieng Khuang, Oudomxay,
Nam Ngum 5 Surveying to begin after signing an Huaphan and Vientiane provinces, as well as the
22-Feb-07 | 45 |hydropower survey project energy Nam Ngum 5 "agreement" between EdL and 120 (a!l $200 million EdL, Sinohydro capital.” Currently, accgrdlng to an EdL OffICIaL. We do
. (hydropower) X domestic) not have enough electricity because consumption
begins Sinohydro . .
nationwide increases by 10 to 15 percent every year,
largely due to the current boom in industrial investment
such as cement factories and mining projects.”
"The project will employ about 3,000 people, including
1,800 Lao workers and 1,200 Chinese... The
China International development of the project will raise the flood control
Work progresses at . energy . Underground tunnel excavation is 100 (export to - Water and Electric Feuang, standard of the downstream area, and improve the
20-Mar-07 | 67 Nam Lik 1-2 dam project (hydropower) Nam Lik 1-2 expected to begin in September Thailand) 30 years $150 million Corporation (80%) and VTE Hinheup irrigation of farmlands and road access for local
EdL (20%) people. Apart from the economic benefits of exporting
power, the completion of the project will bring more
rapid economic development to the area.”
$2 million
. . MOU signed between AP Bizlink (survey) plus -
4-Apr-07 80 Malaysia to begin Nam project energy Nam Fa Group and GoL in Vientiane last about 150 about $1.5 AP Bizlink GFOUP LNT & Bokeo
Fa study (hydropower) . (Malaysia)
week million per
MW
Representatives of the 2,000
residents (5 villages) to be relocated "[The head of the PDPI] said the power plant would
by the Hongsa power plant agreed to . o .
" 2 N bring significant revenue in the form of taxes to the
the "unofficial agreement” with the
. local and central government, and many locals would
company (currently conducting a .
- . have the chance to work at the plant, which would
feasibility study), which would . - A
X o require around 2,000 workers...According to its
Locals give green light ener Hongsa lignite power| provide them with "new no Thai Ban Phou Lignite developers, the power plant would need to burn around
12-Apr-07 | 87 gve g 9 project y 9 9 P accommodation and land to enable 1,800 concession | $2.1 billion - 9 XBY ODers, power p! .
for Hongsa power plant (hydropower) plant L Mining Ltd. 11 million tonnes of lignite each year, which would
them to earn a living yet
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Nam Ngum 5
Hydropower company,
which comprises
Sinohydro Corporation
Ltd (85%) and EdL

Supply electricity to LP, OUD, XK, HP, VTE and VCC;

12-Apr-07 | 87 Power firm to construct project energy Nam Ngum 5 C.OHCBSSIOH agreement and PPA Y 120 $200 million represer!tlng the QOL XK electrify new areas; alleviate the problem of dry-season |all domestic electricity consumption
new dam (hydropower) signed for Nam Ngum 5 (15%); the CAis : -
power imports from Thailand
between CPI
representing the GoL
and the NN5HC, while
the PPA is between
EdL and the NN5HC.
According to EdL's Planning and Procurement Office,
A Thai investors prepare . energy . Pre-feasibility study begins for Nam $200-300 Laos "will have 29 hydroelectric power development
13-Apr-07 | 88 Nam Bak power project project (hydropower) Nam Bak 11 Bak 1-2 million VTE schemes in place by 2020, with a total capacity of
8,657MW" for export and domestic use.
Two hydropower . -
7-May-07 | 104 |projects under survey in | project e Srnoerg\ilver) Nam Bak I-Il :ert‘:;nmtlistlgned pre-feasibility study Thai investor VTE
Luang Prabang ydrop 9
Two hydropower ener
7-May-07 | 104 |projects under survey in | project (hydro g\i\lrer) Nam Fa projects (Under survey Malaysian investor | LNT & Bokeo
Luang Prabang ydrop
Two hydropower ener
7-May-07 | 104 |projects under survey in | project (hydro g\i\lrer) Nam Khan 1 Under survey LP
Luang Prabang ydrop
Two hydropower ener
7-May-07 | 104 |projects under survey in | project (hydro g\i\lrer) Nam Khan 3 Under survey LP
Luang Prabang ydrop
Two hydropower ener Joint venture between
7-May-07 | 104 |projects under survey in | project (hydro g\i\lrer) Nam Ngum 5 Final survey agreement Y EdL (15%) and a
Luang Prabang ydrop Chinese investor
Two hydropower ener
7-May-07 | 104 |projects under survey in | project (hydro g\i\lrer) Nam Ou Under survey LP
Luang Prabang ydrop
18 months
Nam Xeuang 1 and Bruthai International Co Ltd and CPI for survey,
Two hydropower 8 hydropower sign MOU to begin feasibility stud 30 years
0 nydrop . . energy projects (>10% of gn °g Y Y expected Bruthai International Co
7-May-07 | 104 |projects under survey in | project - covering technical, economic, social X LP
(hydropower) |electricity to be used 4 . . for project Ltd, CPI
Luang Prabang . and environmental considerations for .
locally; the rest if
Nam Xeuang 1 and 3 .
exported) concession
is granted
Xayaboury eyes . energy Hongsa lignite power|Hongsa project may receive a
8-May-07 | 105 |hydropower exports to project : R Y 1,800
. (hydropower) plant concession agreement this year
Thailand
CH Karnchang Public Co Ltd 30 months
(Thailand) and CPI sign MOU to for survey,
Xayaboury eyes ener unnamed begin feasibility study covering 30 years Joint venture between
8-May-07 | 105 |hydropower exports to project (hydro g\i\lrer) hydropower project |technical, economic, social and for project the GoL and a Thai
Thailand ydrop in XBY environmental considerations for if investor
unnamed hydropower project in concession
XBY. is granted
13 total projects:
Nammo 1 and 2, Xekong,
Vietham increases ener Xekhaman 1, 3 and |Laos hopes to build 13 hydropower som 28.6 trillion investors from Russia Attapeu,
2-Jun-07 | 127 demand for Lao power project (hydro g\i\lrer) 4, Dak-i-meun, Nam |projects in order to meet the goal of e 3,000 kip to 38.2 France and Vietnamy Bolikhamxay Not mentioned
P yarop Ngep, Xekong 3, 4 3,000 MW. trillion kip & Xieng
and 5 and Namkong Khouang
1,2 and 3.
Vietnam increases ener Vietnam increases request from GoL (15% share in
2-Jun-07 | 127 project ay Xekaman 3 2,000 to 3,000 MW; Xekaman 3 is Y 250 2.4 trillion kip . Xekong Dakcheung 90% of electricity for export, 10% for local use.
demand for Lao power (hydropower) 35% complete project)
MOU signed with CPI, which "IFISIngI'IfICaFIl er.lwronmental. |mpac.t (no resel,:ttlement,
rovides approval to begin 18 month small” reservoir (no area given) will impact "a few Electricity recipients, reservoir size and installed capacity
provide: ) o= 140 GWh (per possible after| $45 million coffee farmers"); project will "create land for farmers" ) ; . N
Japan to survey Bolaven . energy feasibility study; provincial 30 years P X Nam Phak v A N (MW) not discussed; EIA process not mentioned; how was
4-Jun-07 | 128 project Nam Phak . year?) [about feasibility project Kobe Green Power Co. CHK Pakxong . on the plateau, irrigate "over 1,000 ha" of downstream |, .~ . " . .
Plateau for hydropower (hydropower) government approves of project expected (river) 5 . " o ! insignificant EI" determined? Does this affect the EIA
L, 20 MW?] study budget rice paddies, create "a good place for fishing", provide
because of local electrification and . . process?
- local employment during construction, and create
poverty alleviation . .
tourism potential
MOU signed between Sinohydro survey to be conducted
Chinese to study ener C:Z)tl?g;as“;n I;to(f/;nt(tj) ﬁ:lyir‘llvg(l)csmnth Corbgritlinoonhﬁdmand Mekon: This project is listed on the government's
13-Jun-07 | 136 |Xayaboury hydropower | project ay Paklay p Pp . 9 . 1,320 $1.7 billion pora - XBY X 9 electricity for export to Thailand and local consumption |poweringprogress.org website (Feb. 07 projects
(hydropower) survey on “technical, economic, the China National mainstem . I
plant . . - spreadsheet) as "not open to development'
social and environmental Electronics Import
considerations" Export Corporation
"Construction and engineering will create
approximately 5,000 jobs for both domestic and
international workers over the next four years. The total
revenues the Lao government expects to earn over the
concession period are around US$2,000 million.
Annual stakeholder forum held in Indirect benefits include rural development,
Nam Theun 2 ener Khammuane "to demonstrate the 995 (export to hydropower infrastructure improvement, and the improvement of
95 |stakeholders debate project 9y Nam Theun 2 . Y Thailand) and | 25 years yaropow KHM L P! MO p
(hydropower) project’s transparency and evaluate concession living standards of people living in the area. Around

progress

progress to date."

75 (domestic)

6,000 local people that have been identified as poor
and practise slash and burn cultivation will have access
to a better and more sustainable standard of living.
More than 200 senior government officials and
representatives from other international organisations
participated in the forum."
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Furniture group to

The Furniture Group of Chanthabouly

hoping to get at

Furniture Group of
Chanthabouly
(comprised of 28

development in Asia

Enterprise

establishment of the LDSSE

for rural development and poverty reduction projects as
well as providing requested services to customers for
land registration, transferring of land use rights, land
lease or concessions, for the exploration land for
domestic and foreign investors."

8-Aug-06 | 153 |produce their own raw project forestry wood products hopes to begin planting its own trees least 100 VCC Chanthabouly
materials because of supply uncertainties. hectares membgrs, 80 percent of
which are small
factories)
The provincial head of the Industry
and Commerce Department referred
to forestry concessions to local
21-3un-07 | 143 Xieng Khuang to export project forestry processed wood [factories. ("He said the processed Xieng This is an instance of the term "concession" being used in
more processed wood exports wood that was exported was Khouang the forestry sector.
supplied by many local factories,
which had concessions to cut and
process the wood.")
A single company will
460 MW build and operate all
(Xekong 4, three projects; it seems "Caring for the environment would be a key priority:
expected to be a joint venture ‘We are studying and drafting particular plans to
2012), 400 between Region Oil maintain the environment near the construction areas’
. Russian investors announce intent to MW (Xekong Company of Russia [according to a company representative]. Once All projects have MOUs signed already. The wording is
Power stations surge . Xekong 4, Xekong 5], R hydropower - not N . o .
24-Oct-06 | 208 forward project hydropower & Nam Kong 1 build three hydropower projects 5, expected | 30 years concession $1.5 billion and the GoL mentioned construction was completed, the company would abiguous, but seems to say that feasibility studies for these
totalling over 1,000 MW 2014), 240 ("According to the increase fish numbers in the dams, which would also |projects are finished, and that construction will "go ahead".
MW (Nam agreement, the Lao provide water for agricultural activities. Destroyed trees
Kong 1, government cannot would be replanted. The company was also preparing
expected hold more than 20 to resettle those living in the areas to be dammed."
2013) percent of shares in the
project").
"The special economic zone was established under a
Prime Minister’s decree in January 2002...in
Lao Free Zone accordance with the government’s policy of poverty
Development reduction. The joint-venture is expected to enable Laos,
Corporation (70%, through the zone, to participate actively in the
created last year when developments under the joint planning of the Greater
. . the Outclass Finance Mekong Sub-region East-West Economic Corridor and
Savan-Seno special Savan-Seno Special Investors await government approval Incorporation agreed to also in...inter-regional trade... According to Outclass
28-Mar-06 | 61 |zone: the future second | project industrial - on Savan-Seon Special Economic 300 not yet : Savannakhet " S -
Hong Kong Economic Zone Zone mvgst at least 300 Finance quporat.lon S report, sectors |nterested t.o
million Euro) & GoL come and invest include a large scale Chinese bio-
(30%) in the form of fertiliser producer, a Chinese jatropha plant gasoline
Savan-Seno Special company, a Chinese offshore bank to provide
Economic Zone international bank services. An airline from the Middle-
Authority (SEZA) East is also interested to create an international airport
in Savannakhet to link it with other international airports
under the Blue Sky Policy."
220 haland
10-Jul-06 | 132 Second Beerlao factory project industrial Second Beer Lao construction begins 220 concession $25 million Lao Breweries (GoL) CHK Pathoumphone B. Km 19 "job_ opportuni.ties for local people anq contribute lo the
goes ahead factory already and Carlsberg socioeconomic development of Laos in the future
granted
Production capacity is about 1 million tonnes per year,
and is aimed at the export and domestic markets. Raw
materials are sourced locally. "The factory employs
about 320 people, who earn at least one million kip
. - . . . each month... There are five other cement factories in
20-Apr-07 | 80 Lao market ready for project industrial cement Cement. factory wil officially begin 60 99 years ChInBS.B investor (60%), KHM Mahaxay Laos — one in Vientiane province producing 200,000
more cement production next month Lao investor (40%) RN X ;
tonnes a year, two in Vientiane province producing
about 280,000 a year, one in Savannakhet province
producing about 200,000 tonnes a year, and another in
Luang Prabang province producing about 80,000
tonnes a year."
8-Jun-06 | 110 Gout to strengthen land study lands NLMA GTZ Stugy on State Land Leases & multi
lease management Concessions results presented
The LDS will also undertake priority development
The deputy Finance projects, including special economic zones between
Minister "said that the Vangtao and Chongmek (Champassak) and
opening of LDS’s new Savannakhet and Seno (Savannakhet), a new botanical
headquarters would park (location unspecified), a tourist development and
"Land Development and Services facilitate private part in the area surrounding Don Chan, and other
State Enterprise (LDS) was officially individuals’ and legal development opportunities around Vientiane. "LDS will
Land Development & o . e, Ny .
31-3ul-06 | 147 LDS.opens to serve project lands Senices State opened in Vientiane Ia;t Frlday as entmes_ access to Ignd. be [also] responsible for the relpcatlon of people who
public land : the new headquarters in line with the The institution will are affected by government projects, such as new
Enterprise X X . . . . X . .
changing direction of the party and provide services related industrial zones, new cities, and the construction of
government on land administration.” to the registration new infrastructure in accordance with the government’s
required for the transfer plans. In future, resettlement plans for government and
of land use rights, international rural development and poverty alleviation
leases, concessions projects will be operated by the LDS, including
and mortgages." compensation for relocated families. LDS will also
provide services for land registration on request.”
The LDSSE was formed last month "aiming to support
implementation of Party policy of transforming land into
capital...[and bringing] land development and services
[...up to] international standards. The enterprise will
Sharing land for Land Development &|Regional lands conference in undertake contracted work to develop land for creation |This is a succinct statement of what "transforming land into
22-Aug-06 | 163 |[sustainable project lands Services State Vietnam, one month after the LDSSE of tourist areas, economic zones, resettlement plans  |capital* means, and of its location within a larger project of

international standardization.
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New tool for land

"help implement the

focus on Land Development and

government policy of | Services State Enterprise, which

15-Nov-06 | 224 development policy lands transforming land |"now has some development project mult
into capital” plans in Vientiane"
"We will not permit land development if the party
proposes to use the land for an undesignated purpose,”
said Minister Boupha. According to the journalist, the
NLMA "The authority will be responsible for setting up
land policy and regulation. The zoning of land use is in
response to the government’s failure to manage land
» . development, according to officials. Mr Kham-ouan
The government will launch a survey .
N . . said the use of land over the past decades had been
nationwide to map out different types X . . .
- . - managed ineffectively, which has resulted in a
of land, providing official guidelines . S .
Survey to on how to manage land use." said decrease in forested areas. In 1989, the government Clear statement of NLMA objectives; note that NLMA is not
13-Dec-06 | 243 |define policy lands - g ! NLMA planned forest regrowth to cover 70 percent of the total |only a regulatory agency, but also has the power to issue
NLMA Minister Kham Ouane . )
land use land area but, in fact, forest cover has decreased to 40 [land concessions.
Bhoupha at a land management N
. percent today, he added. He said the damage to the
workshop yesterday at the National e L
Economic Research Institute (NERI) forests had created difficult conditions for the
population when faced by droughts and floods. Today,
most Lao people live in rural and mountainous areas,
and rely heavily on natural resources and the
environment." According to another NLMA official, "The
authority will have sub-offices in provinces and at the
district level, which will issue permission for land use. T
sustainable food supply... Some investors already had |
Lands department to Lands department handed over to NLMA to issue land certificates, land use permits and |NLMA authority to issue concessions ma conflict with
25-Dec-06 | 251 |focus on poverty policy lands NLMA NLMA, MoF, DoL multi . X !
Ny NLMA land concessions to investors regulatory mandate
reduction
"The Land Management Authority
proposed that the government
suspend granting land concessions
to private companies to avoid future
. NLMA i d i 1 th i t.
24-Feb-07 | 91 [Weekly news roundup policy lands concessions |adverse Impacts on the envronmen
moratorium Land management officials said they
would need to conduct studies on
the impact of land concessions, after
which land concessions would
resume."
N . . Entire article: "Investment in tree plantations are growing by the year, and with investment comes the need to determine appropriate land allocation, which has become a significant concern among investors, especially those in the south. One investor said his company
Vientiane Mai, April 2: . . R . L - . P . .- N . .
had received a concession to grow coffee on 1,000 ha and tea on 3,000ha, but so far, only 200 ha of land had been allocated. Investors need suitably large areas to maximise their investments, with the capacity to build infrastructure like electricity, roads, and rural The whole article is provided because it is a rare example
How to allocate land for . . i . . Ny . - - X . - .
7-Apr-07 83 |. tors? (View f policy lands community development facilities for nearby villages. If investors are allocated only small portions of land, their investments will be less likely to pay off. Furthermore, some land areas are occupied but left vacant for years in Pakxong district, as those who occupy the of cross-over between English and Lao newspapers on the
{Evef ors? (View from land without any productivity have no wish to cooperate with local authorities when they are asked to reallocate their occupied land areas. This causes delays to the land allocation process, often forcing investors to go to other areas. For these reasons, before giving concessions issue.
e Lao papers) licenses to investors for agricultural production, such as coffee, tea or rubber trees, local authorities should take into account the areas to be allocated for them, and whether parts are already occupied. Investors do not want the added financial burden of having to rent lar|
NLMA still waiting for decision from
cabinet about proposed land
concession moratorium; the Deputy
Head of the Policy and Inspection
Department of the NLMA said that if
the NLMA had more control over the According to an NLMA official who asked not to be
Land Authority wants land concession process it would identified, locals had complained about investors taking
9-Apr-07 84 |power over land policy lands NLMA "set up standard regulations on land advantage of them and forcing them to give up their
concessions concessions so as to minimise the land and change their lifestyles once investors had
negative impact on local gained land concessions in their areas.
communities and the environment,
by first carrying out feasibility studies
and surveys to ensure the benefits of
a concession would outweigh the
disadvantages."
“We sometimes just try to speed up investment,
causing us to neglect the correct procedures for
approving investment, which should include
NLMA "will review land concessions CO_FISIC!B.I'Ing the |n.terests of local Peo.ple and the
Authority voices concern for foreign investors to ensure their suitability of growing these trees,” said the DG of the
8-May-07 | 105 over land concessions policy lands NLMA roiects do not violate the rights of Department of Land Policy and Land Use. "Mr Kham-
eilli ers. 9 ouan [Minister of the NLMA] also emphasised that the
gers. enforcement of laws regarding land use and
management was ineffective, causing confusion for
local people and negatively impacting on the Party’s
leadership."
PM announces indefinite moratorium
Govt suspends land on land concessions for mining and
9-May-07 | 106 P policy lands NLMA agriculture that are larger than 100
concessions - .
ha; PM emphasizes surveying and
promotes 2+3.
The National Assembly linked
concerns over natural resource loss The Vice President of the National Assembly
to the surveying and concession- " R iy N
. e explained that until now, land concessions have not
granting process; it "urged the X . ) L . . L . . .
o been granted in accordance with the land’s potential; |This description makes explicit an important dimension --
NA concerned over loss . resource loss, land [government to review its land X o
20-Jun-07 | 142 policy lands the government has in fact been allowing investors to

of natural resources

concessions

concession policy, as well as
empower the National Land
Management Authority to undertake
feasibility studies on land use before
concessions can be granted.”

negotiate with local people to relocate, resulting in
disparities in the rates of compensation for such
villagers."

relocation (of farmland? of villages?) -- to the issue of
"available land."
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NA comments have

The National Assembly continues to
voice concerns about the impacts of

The Vice President of the National Assembly "spoke
about some of the problems relating to land
concessions, pointing out that the approval process for
projects that used large areas of land was not being

Presumably the non-accordance with land allocation policy

21-Jun-07 | 143 o policy lands land concessions | . : - . ) refers to the government's commitment to make sure that
positive influence improper land concessions on rural implemented in line with the government’s land L
- X . . ) all farmers have sufficient land.
livelihoods. allocation policy. Land concessions sometimes
covered the farmland of local villagers, but without a
suitable compensation scheme in place."
MIH issued new mining investment
regulations in late 2005; new "83 [domestic and
|nv¢stors from .Aust.ralla, Canada and $425 million forelgn].mlnlng "The country [?] earned about 1,250 billion kip from
China, Malaysia, Vietham and ! . companies...are . R X
. i invested in ; mineral products in nine months last year, doubling
Thailand have submitted proposals - engaged in 138 X X . L
L i the mining > previous figures, according to [Mining] department
Mining industry to rocket . - - to the Lao government; exports are X different . o wg ) p
12-Jan-06 | 8 |. policy mining mining X . sector in A multi statistics." It is projected that 2007 will "see even
in 2006 expected to increase this year as activities...Investors
N . 2005, up from . greater revenues for the government because the
many new projects are ready to - from China and N N . N .
X N . . $399 million ) current period of profit tax exception for investors will
begin excavation”, including gold in R Vietnam top the N
) in 2004. o come to a close.
Xaysomboun, copper in LNT and a numbers on the mining
doubling of copper production at investment list."
Sepon.
Currently the mine employs 300 people from mostly the
surrounding villages, and expects to increase this to
“Phu Bia Gold Mine is now fully 1,900 when copper production gets uﬂderway. Phu Bia
. . . will generate more waste rock per unit of production
operating after an interruption due to :
. 4 . 250,000 than Sepon because it has 1 grams of gold per ton
Underground wealth to . - . . a minor fish kill in the Nam Ngone -
13-Feb-06 | 30 project mining Phu Bia mine 3 . . (originally (Sepon has 3) and 1% copper ore (Sepon has 5%).
boost Lao economy river that flows pass the mine site, S X . X
. X 500,000) This difference is used as the basis for the company's
and a record heavy rainfall during the N " X
M claim that "the same government requirements cannot
2005 wet season. . S . . .
be applied to both companies.” One of the mine sites in
Houeixay village will be flooded in 2009; this is "a
matter of urgency."
Dolomite to be mined in dolomite processin Lao-Thai joint venture begins minin Namdik "The company will hire more than 60 labourers, of
2-May-06 | 83 project mining p 9 dolomite mining in Hinboun district, 5,000 30 years 9 $2.6 million | Lao-Thai joint venture KHM Hinboun . pany N " !
Khammuan factory concession village whom 90 percent will be local people.
Khammouane
mining
concession;
the 425 refers
LNT mine has been exporting copper to the area
Luang Namtha exports . - powder.to Chinese markets, has hgd currently $6.5 million I._ao-Chlna Oriental near" Km 17 Regular lease payments to the province, 8 km of
16-May-06 | 93 conper to China project mining copper production problems because rock is 425 30 years under invested Minerals Development LNT Long (?) road" (Route access road built by the compan
pp harder than expected, demand production; Co Ltd 17 or 17B?) Y pany
outstrips supply the size of the
concession
area was not
given
Two Chinese companies approved to prospecting
26-May-06 | 101 Quest for copper starts project mining bauxite prospect and explore for bauxite in 14,650 and no amount Two Chinese investors CHK Pakxong Bolaven
in Oudomxay - . given plateau
Pakxong district, CHK exploration
$4.5 million Houayka
Chinese company approved to do prospecting for survey, . * |DGM says that 5 mining projects have been approved
26-May-06 | 101 Quest for copper starts project mining copper copper prospecting and exploration 25,200 8 year and $200 million Dynasty COFISI!’UCIIOFI OouD Pakbeng Long & "since the first quarter of this year" with the possibility
in Oudomxay Ny S survey . : . Company (Chinese) Mokphang " .
in Pakbeng district, OUD exploration | in phase 2 if villages of "another 10" by the end of the year.
successful 9
Quest for copper starts dolomite processin Lao-Thai joint venture begins minin Namdik
26-May-06 | 101 |. pp project mining p 9 dolomite mining in Hinboun district, 5,000 30 years 9 $2.6 million | Lao-Thai joint venture KHM Hinboun .
in Oudomxay factory concession village
Khammouane
Quest for copper starts Chinese company approved to do area of
26-May-06 | 101 in Oudomxapp project mining iron ore iron ore prospecting in Viengxay 6,600 prospecting | $2.8 million Chinese investor Huaphan Viengxay Kaengpoun
Y district, Huaphan village
Jiaxi Fertilizer Manufacturing prospecting Jiaxi Fertilizer
2-Jun-06 | 106 Chinese investor to project mining potash Company and .CP' sign MOU.IO 8,400 4 years and $2 million Manufacturing KHM Nongbok &
explore potash begin prospecting and exploring for . Thakhek
. X exploration Company, CPI
potash in Khammouane province
Existing firms: Lao
Lanexang Economics
Development company,
Vietnam National Coal
Corporation and
“hundreds of No Vietnam National Coal- Thataeng
Lao, Vietnamese form . - coal and aluminum |Three companies form joint venture . . Mineral Industries. New| Xekong and | (Xekong) and
31-Jul-06 | 147 |. . project mining . . . e hectares" will be concession . N s
joint venture ore (bauxite) for coal operations in two districts requested ot firms: Xekong Industry | Vientiane Feuang
d Y Development Company (Vientiane)
and Meuang Feuang
Industry Development
Company. JV
agreement signing
witnessed by CPI.
During phase 1 (gold, heap leach production), the
project employed about 150 people from the area (and
g - Phu Bia mining is now producing $240 million | Phu Bia Mining, Ltd.; Phou Kham, about 1750 from. elsewhere). !n. the past wo years, the
Phu Bia Mining Limited . 7 gold mine has improved the living and health
. - 50,000 ounces of gold per year and mining for phase 2 Japanese, Chinese, Nam Ngone . N R
9-Aug-06 | 154 |to produce copper by project mining gold & copper . . 30 years 2 A VTE conditions of these people." During phase 2 (copper,
expects to begin producing 50,000 concession (copper Thai, Vietnamese and and Nam Mo .
2008 I . . located underneath the gold), the project expects to
tons of copper per year around 2008. mining) Indian markets villages

employ over 1,000 people from the communities in
central Vientiane province, and expects to improve their
living and health conditions, which is company policy.
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A villager said that "the company that has been
dredging sand and rock has a concession for 13 years,
and every day they have [3] boats that come from
y . Thailand and moor about 20m away from the Lao
Village residents confront a sand and . . " . .
. L - Village residents and "a . riverbank. Sand and rock that is taken away by the
Dredging causes . - sand and rocks from [rock mining company over the mining . Thinthan . B .
22-Sep-06 | 186 | - R project mining . . N . - company named VCC Hatxaifong N company [9-13 loads per day] will be sold in Nong Khai
riverbank erosion Mekong riverbed  [negative effects of riverbed mining concession " village : . X R R
on agricultural land and fishing Satchatham province, Thailand...Water in the area is eroding the
: riverbank, with soil erosion of 7-10 metres in depth and
1.5 km in length. Land that is used for farming has
been damaged, and people now find it more difficult to
catch fish."
31-Oct-06 | 213 gcii:ﬁlrs)sement (Phu Bia project mining Phu Bia mine concession area details 260,000 VTE & XK
Earnings: $20
million . . "
A company representative said that "the company has
expected o .
earned 1.5 million for the government this year,
annual h X .
X including revenue transfers in the form of taxes,
earnings to )
the project resources [sic?], land rental fees and so on... In the
proj second phase, the company expects to produce 50,000
and $1.5
. - . tonnes of cooper, 50,000 ounces of gold and 400,000
Gold production at Phou Gold production reaches 15,000 million for Pan Australian ounces of silver per year... The company anticipates A project-specific example of impact mitigation laggin
7-Nov-06 | 218 P . project mining Phu Bia mine ounces (50 pecent of annual target) 500,000 since 1994 GolL; Resources Ltd. (90%); VTE Phonsavanh N ver per year... pany P proj pect! mp P 9 99ing
Kham reaches its target ) N . that profits will be earned after the first five years of behind production activities
at Phu Bia mine Investment: Gol (10%) N " N
$250 operations... The Company will also be completing
additional flora and fauna surveys and cultural and community
expected over studies, to gather the data necessary to develop
‘10 ears measures to minimise any impact that the project may
durin yco or have on the environment or local communities
9 copp (emphasis added)."
project
expansion
"SV Group Limited officially opened $430,000 Thg DepuEy M!FIISI.BI' of Energy gnd Mlne§ told the
SV group to make tin in its metal refinery in Khammuan 600 mining (exploration) Nongseun project to "maintain a good environment in the factory
27-Dec-06 | 253 project mining tin . . . . (exploration), 25 years - G SV Group Ltd. KHM Hinboun . as well as in the areas in which they are exploring and
Khammuan province earlier this week, and is . concession | $6.2 million village N . g
S 250 (production) . excavating...and develop the community surrounding
now producing tin. (production) . o
their factory site.
Because of low productivity (over 100
concessions issued to investors in
19-Feb-07 | 42 Goyt to monitor mining policy mining mining recent years, k?ut few operat.lonal), multi
projects government will slow down issue of
mining concessions and better
monitor existing concessions.
Lao Sapphire Company
Lao Sapphire Co Ltd Ltd., a joint venture of
donates to Lao People’s . - . mining Sino Resources Mining .
20-Feb-07| 43 Revolutionary Youth project mining sapphires concession Co. Ltd. and Lao State Bokeo Houayxai
Union over US$200,000 International Trade
Enterprise
Joint venture between
the Lao State
Chinese company to Chinese-Lao joint venture to restart 15 years minin $5 million to | International Trade &
10-May-07 | 107 |revive sapphire mine in project mining sapphires sapphire mining (dormant since 7,200 (starting in 9 re-start Service Enterprise and Bokeo
concession - .
Bokeo 2000) 1994) operations the Sino-Resource
Mining Corporation Ltd
(Hong Kong)
Because mining concessions are
large, prospectors often find minerals
they are not looking for, and are
required to report these. While
Gowvt warns minin Zi:ﬁyllzg lf:?rrsttlrl;:trzli?icl‘,el\all(ijrylifrlor Lao Co surveying (not First Pacific Mining Lao
18-May-07 | 114 |. 9 project mining iron ore e, . 9 Ying Co Ltd, unnamed VTE Vangvieng
investors to report finds Ltd found coal and iron ore in specified) .
X e . Chinese company
Vangvieng district; it then signed a
joint venture agreement with a
Chinese company last month. It is
now doing follow-up studies in Maed,
Kasy, Hinheup & Vangvieng districts.
The Vice President of CPI said that "some
entrepreneurs were competing for concessions on the
same project, and within this process were failing to The articles reports that "to date, the government has
X - adhere to the correct procedures for obtaining L . . .
. - . . Government finds that some mining S . approved around 30 mining projects, most of which are still
Inspection of mining . - regulation of mining . . government approval. This includes some investors N R P .
11-Jun-07 | 134 ! . policy mining companies have not been following L X . . in the surveying phase." This number is far fewer than the
projects continues sector N obtaining approval and then selling their projects to o X
the correct surveying procedures. o ones shown on the mining concessions map from DGM
other companies" and that "ideally, the government (see Appendix 4)
would conduct these surveys, but did not have the P
funds to carry them out, which was why investors had
to conduct their own surveys."
2 Chinese investors;
the China National
Investors to prospect for Bauxite prospectin A prospecting agreement was Material Industry Group
92 . prosp project mining prosp 9 signed last week between the GoL 14,650 Corporation and the | Champasak Paksong
bauxite (48 months) X N . . N
and two Chinese investors Geological Engineering
Exploration Academy;
the GoL
opinion of staff reporter who covers
S NR issues: regulation must keep up
11-Oct-06 | 199 Opinion: Wha.t canwe opinion multiple regulation with investment, compromise must
learn from China?
be mutual, development must be
green
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Laos promotes

foreign investment,
especially special

Last week's China- ASEAN Expo in

Accoring to the Deputy Minister of Industry and
commerce, “There is a great opportunity for investors to
come and invest in Laos. They can export products
made here to these countries and reap the benefits
from the new concessions.” According to the journalist,
"The Special Economic and Free Trade Zones that are
in the process of opening represent another important
step that is being taken to promote investment. These
are located on the borders with China in the north, with

10-Nov-06 | 221 |int ti | trad d li Itipl X . X . X . X X X .
ov international trade an policy muttiple economic and free |Nanning, Guangxi province, China Vietnam in the east and with Thailand in the west.
investment - - -
trade zones These zones are intended for investment in
warehousing, cold storage, cargo terminals, hotels,
banks, insurance, technical and vocational schools,
duty free shops, tourism, and buildings for renters such
as distributors. Potential industries for the new zones
include wood products, garments and footwear,
minerals, agro processing, electronics, handicrafts, and
processing and packing industries."
"Laos supports agricultural investment, and the
. . overnment has set up policies for land concessions of
Lao-Viet trade fair t . . . . 50 to 70 9 !
29-Nov-06 | 234 |-20-vietlrace fairto policy multiple trade Lao-Viet trade fair starts tomorrow 0 between 50 to 70 years to attract investment to Laos.
boost mutual support years .
The country also has developed investment laws, and
labour here is cheap.”
Savannakhet is conducting
investment and land use zoning
exercises in order to reorganize its
districts (into economic zones;
forestry, industry agriculture areas;
:gi;ﬁzﬁ;‘g:lZaonndeg)oi\f:'rzj:rr{g Villagers will be compensated at 100% value for
Savannakhet plans for . . o X . residential lands "covered" by planned investment Cf. Baird & Shoemaker 2005: internal resettlement meets
18-May-07 | 114 . policy multiple territorialization  |preemptively decrease investment . - .
economic growth projects, and at 62% value for “cultivated land or land  |project resettlement?
costs related to resettlement and not Growing crops..”
compensation. 11 districts have 9 g crops.
been done already; currently Nong
and Xaybouly districts are being
zoned; Phin, Champhone and
Xayphouthong districts will be zoned
in the coming year.
Opinion: Our future as Essay appealing to natural resource ) ) ) o
- . management, forest conservation in This seems consistent with the remarks of Minister Boupha
19-May-07 | 115 [the generator of Asean | opinion multiple hydropower, forests . . .
is in doubt particuar, to guarantee water for at the NLMA meetings in Februaru 2007.
hydropower
"To reduce the depletion of our
forests, the Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry studies the potential
Opinion: Declining forest impact of development projects on
26-May-07 | 121 |cover contributes to opinion multiple forest management [surrounding forests before approving
rising temperatures them. In the past, some investors
were given concessions on forested
land — the result of inadequate
consideration by the forestry sector.”
Champassak provincial
authorities...helped Vietnam in
Lao-Viet ties st th . . . . iding land for building h land
5-Jun-07 | 129 |. ao-viet ties strengthen project multiple housing & fruit trees proviging fand for bufiding houses 100 and CHK
in the south and planting fruit trees on 100 concession
hectares [location unclear], giving a
longterm concession to Vietnam.
According to a new report on the
implementation of its 2006-07
socioeconomic development plan,
Vientiane province is maintaining a 7
percent growth rate in its economy The 56
on account of increased domestic roiects Electrification: "526 of 648 villages in the province have
productivity and foreign investment. projes access to electricity, of which 478 villages use
. 7 seeking Investors are from . . N
Industrial tree plantations (agarwood, s X . hydropower from dams. Thirty-nine villages use solar
. . . . permission | China, Thailand, South X % i
Economy steady in . . industrial trees, |jatropha, rubber and teak) and 3,026 granted X power and another nine use generators." Food: In order
18-Jun-07 | 140 (. . . project multiple L . . . represent 538 Korea, Australia, BT .
Vientiane province mining minerals (exploration and excavation) already billion kip (of Vietnam and state to keep productivity increases adequate to the growing
were the most popular types of on Xip - population (2.9 percent growth rate), provincial
. - - which 127 organizations I R :
investment, with 23 projects already billion is authorities invested in irrigation and reservoir
approved to investors. The province “local”) construction projects.
already has 61 minteral excavations !
and surveys (Note: it is not clear how
these 61 projects relate to the 23).
Investors are seeking permission for
another 56 projects.
The company was "only able to plant 6,000 [of an
vee expected 30,000 trees] this year due to land allocation
Vientiahe issues." The company will source rubber from
. . . ! concession areas and from contract farming. Currently,
Chinese group to invest China's second biggest fire producer land Xayaboury, demand for contract farming inputs (3,000 families)
27-Mar-07 | 73 |. group project rubber rubber to purchase share of Lao Thail Hua 30,000 35 years . Borikhamxay, ) 9 Inp! —_— .
in rubber concession outstrips supply (1,000 families). "The expected income
Rubber Company Savannakhet X
for farmers who plant rubber trees and sell their
& Khammuan :
. products to the company is US$ 2,000 per hectare per
provinces

year, while employers are expected to earn about
US$1,000 yearly."
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Bokeo people condemn

tourism development
at the ancient city of

Bokeo people condemn a Radio
Free Asia report that claims without
evidence that a Thai business

"Bokeo province has authorised individual concessions
in order to develop the ancient city of
Souvannakhomkham to become a tourist attraction in
accordance with Bokeo’s socioeconomic development

management of plantation trees.
("Promoting land concessions for
plantations is a government policy.")

18-Sep-06 | 162 Radio Free Asia report project tourism Souvannakhomkha |deceived the provincial government plan. The province authorlsed g]o!nt venture in tourist
g development and services, which is 10 percent owned
m and exported cultural artifacts for .
by the state and 60 percent owned by a private
sale abroad. . o
company, with the remaining 30 percent of the shares
held by a foreign company."
brldg.e Mr Khien Luangkhot, between - . . . .
. . . . concesison Meuangkao (Improved connectivity (especially with Thailand), which
Nam Ngum bridge . . bridge over Nam  |After design delays, construction has T - owner of the - X X N
23-Jan-06 | 15 . ! project | transportation 25 years | (permission $5 million ) VTE and is linked to economic growth since much of Vientiane
begins construction Ngum begun. Viengsamphan N .
to operate toll compan Pakkayong |province's GDP comes from agricultural exports.
bridge) pany villages
2-Feb-07 | 28 Construction beglr.ls on project | transportation | Nam Ngum bridge |Construction begins 28 years $5 million Viengsamphan
new Namngum bridge company
Land clearing is authorized as part of the plantation
project. "The new road from Hinheup to Xanakham will
provide the shortest distance land link from Thailand to
China, connecting to other highways in northern Laos."
"This eucalyptus plantation business will also involve
. local people,” said the [company] chairman. He said
: Vang village . .
29 bridges, ferry . . 30 years the company was not only developing the plantations,
. ) Concession agreement signed X . . (ferry port & X .
Korean Company to . transportation port, timber . (plantation) - MAF, Withus Lao Hinheup, . but would also consider selling some of the eucalyptus
29-Dec-06 | 255 |. . - project . X yesterday between Withus Lao 15,000 $150 million VTE timber R
invest in rural Vientiane & agriculture | processing factory & & 25 years Company Xanakham . saplings to local people to then purchase the mature
. Company and GoL processing X -
eucalypt plantation (ferry port) trees later to help generate more income. He said the
factory) . - M
project would stimulate the local economy." The
company began surveying for road construction in April
2006, and "will start setting up the plantations next
year, employing local people and providing job-training
skills for them. This will be a good opportunity for locals
to develop advanced skills in this area."
"2 provinces
. "private investors (concessionaires) located
10-Jul-06 | 132 advertisement (GRET, project water urban water systems|in charge of building and operating nearby
French NGO) " .
the water systems Vientiane
Capital"
The Furniture Group in Chanthabouly
district is trying to set up a special
fund in order to pool its members'
13-Sep-06 | 179 Teamwork for business project wood. tree plantation money and lease land frpm the Furniture Group of vee
survival processing government for the planting and Chanthabouly
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Appendix 3. Maps and figures cited

Source: Ord River Resources 2006

Source: DGM 2006




Source: World Bank 2006a

Known ore deposits

Mining concessions
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